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Author’s note:

A Continuum of Force is a documentary poetics project that
examines the material implications of Latin American otherness as
constructed through U.S. policy, specifically via the erasure of the
U.S. Customs and Border Protection’s Use of Force Policy,
Guidelines and Procedures Handbook—a set of policies that
discursively constructs a criminalized other while authorizing
physical harm to that other.



Policy.01

Border critical
This mandate the authority
the use of
tactics

The use of excessive force

this authoritative
standard

attached as and
referenced throughout the body



a particular use the totality of
circumstances
against the rights of the subject

calculus of reasonableness an allowance

of force

a necessary belief



underlying intent

imminent

The severity of

resisting

The risk of

others

Authorized



Policy.02

force must be objectively reasonable

used where
techniques are not sufficient to control

disfigurement impairment
loss of bodily structure
the

limited circumstances

the intent of stopping ' a person
that justifies the use



directed

used to euthanize

to justify to prevent
eliminate ensure public safety

The act ' establishing a grip, drawing a weapon

The Continuum = a model to describe
force to utilize to gain control
over a resistant subject



4. Levels of Subject Behavior/Resistance:

a.

Compliant - A subject who is compliant/cooperative with an Authorized
Officer's/Agent’s control efforts.

Passive Resistance - A subject who is not believed to represent an immediate
threat or flight risk, and who is not offering physical resistance to an
Authorized Officer's/Agent’s control efforts, but is not cooperative.

Active Resistance - A subject who offers physical or mechanical resistance to
an Authorized Officer's/Agent’s control efforts.

(1) Mechanical Resistance - A type of active resistance, where a subject uses
a mechanical or other object to resist an officer/agent’s control efforts.
The subject’s efforts are not directed toward the officer/agent but rather
appear intended to thwart an officer’s/agent’s control efforts by physically
securing or holding to another object.

. Assaultive Resistance (Physical Injury) - A subject whose resistance causes,

or has the potential to cause, physical injury to the officer/agent, others, or
So0 oo o oL ools oo o apparentintent to oo
contact in an attempt to control or assault the officer/agent.

Assaultive Resistance (Serious Physical Injury/Death) - A subject whose
resistance causes, or has the potential to cause, serious physical injury or
death to the officer/agent, others, or self.

5. Levels of Officer/Agent Response:

a.

Cooperative Controls - Measures (including verbal commands) used to
maintain control over a compliant subject.

oo ono  Physical measures o o o oo
officer presence are not effective in gaining compliance. Contact controls
may include measures such as strategic positioning, escort holds, joint
manipulation or immobilization or touch pressure point stimulation.

Compliance Techniques - Actions taken when the subject is actively resisting
the efforts of the officer/agent to establish and maintain control. Examples of
compliance techniques include the use of Oleoresin Capsicum (OC) spray,
strike pressure points, stunning techniques, takedowns, joint manipulations
and use of an Electronic Control Weapon (ECW).



d. Defensive Tactics - Actions taken when a subject has either assaulted the
officer/agent or is displaying a willingness and intent to do so. Examples of
defensive tactics are concentrated strikes involving the use of empty-hand
techniques (e.g., the use of body parts as weapons), the Collapsible Straight
Baton (CSB) and the ECW.

e. Deadly Force - Actions taken when an Authorized Officer/Agent has a
reasonable belief that the subject of such force poses an imminent danger of
serious physical injury or death to the officer/agent or to another person.

F. Use of Safe Tactics

1. Authorized Officers/Agents should seek to employ enforcement tactics and
techniques that effectively bring an incident under control, while promoting the
safety of the officer/agent and the public, and minimizing the risk for unintended
injury and/or property damage.

2. Except where otherwise required by inspections or other operations, Authorized
Officers/Agents should avoid standing directly in front of or behind a subject
vehicle. Officers/agents should not place themselves in the path of a moving
Voo oo theirbody oo ol

3. Authorized Officers/Agents should, whenever reasonable, avoid placing
ermecves i posiions where ey ove no alternative o s dead oo

4. Authorized Officers/Agents shall not discharge their firearms in response to
thrown or launched projectiles unless the officer/agent has a reasonable belief,
based on the totality of circumstances (to include the size and nature of the
projectiles), that the subject of such force poses an imminent danger of serious
physical injury or death to the officer/agent or to another person.

Officers/agents may be able to obtain a tactical advantage in these situations,
through measures such as seeking cover or distancing themselves from the
immediate area of danger.

G. DHS Commitment to Nondiscriminatory Law Enforcement and Screening Activities

1. The DHS Commitment to Nondiscriminatory Law Enforcement and Screening
Activities policy statement is applicable to all situations where officers/agents
exercise their use of force authority.
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