MEMORIESOF

NOTHING

tom hilbbard



Copyright © Tom Hibbard

Locofo Chaps is an imprint of Moria Books.
More information can be found at www.moriapoetry.com.

Locofo Chaps is dedicated to publishing politically-oriented poetry.

Chicago, USA, 2017



Black Garden

But they have bloomed from the ground of the dead
These flowers that one slow effort of dreaming has issued
With cinders and irrelevant smoke

From a flower-bed of Iris that lose their petals at night
One after another like the hours of gloom

In the current of a terrible and crowning season

Of black water The slow diamonds of the

Luminous hour shine brightly

Strange light of the unusual sun

The lilies have dispersed the somber gathering

Of the beautiful garden on which the tide breaks

And the forged metal of your holy columns

O shaken stalks This is the night that gives

The universal key of these doors of the horn

To the examinations of living souls

-1921
(Antonin Artaud)



The Grand Dialectical Piano

-dedicated to Marton Koppany

the fleshly worship of destinations

burns in the communal distance

as the pregnant breastplate of nomadic Orion restrooms

presses on with its low individual gamble

venturing out to the casual Trojan horses of the rain forests of
Medicaid

where death tries to snatch

heartless smothering normativity

and jumbo jet airliners disappear

in the figurative underage protests of forsaken good jobs

a weakling pulls out the plug

of the student loans of fat bedclothes

standing on zero wiretaps blocking holistic medical marijuana

provoking the blind bicycles of the lost city of Jericho

with the naiveté of German outlaws

O native milk wandering from the brimstone of incompetence

trapped inside the camel’s crowded manna

bartering with blotchy closed-mouthed sports redos

O you who handled the eager tortillas

of space ships of out-of-touch millionaires

acknowledge now our obsequious lotteries of botched
courtrooms



Infinitesimal

on the steps of the universe

life is more than merely the toys of condemnation

on the steps of the universe

memorial teddy bears disagree with atomic bombs
hysterical loudspeakers give lasting radiance

to the insignificance of portable illusions

mementos blow down littered alleys

like the haze of distant wildfires

on the steps of the universe

polar madonnas die for no scientific reason

embracing obvious propaganda

and mistreated customers line up out the door

on the steps of the universe

weary citizens vote for graven maps of literal continents
in the sinister distraction of galaxies

entrenched epidemics defect to completion

and the sharks of duplicity at last free constructive action
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