
 



 

 

 

 

Extreme Vetting 
Make America Great Again 

 

 

 

By 
 
 

Reshmi Dutt-Ballerstadt 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Locofo Chaps    Chicago 2017 



Copyright © Reshmi Dutt-Ballerstadt  

 

Cover photo, Hasan Elahi 

 

 

Locofo Chaps is an imprint of Moria Books.  

More information can be found at 

www.moriapoetry.com.  

 

Locofo Chaps is dedicated to publishing politically-

oriented poetry.  

 

Chicago, USA, 2017  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Dismissed 
 

 
State Department FIRED 
All Foreign Ambassadors FIRED 
U.S. Attorneys FIRED 
Justice Department FIRED 
U.S. Constitution FIRED 
ObamaCare FIRED 
EPA FIRED 
NEA FIRED 
Standing Rock FIRED 
Department of Education FIRED 
Immigrants FIRED 
Sanctuary Cities FIRED 
Bad Hombres FIRED 
Refugees FIRED 
Muslims FIRED 
Women FIRED 
Transgender FIRED 
Mexico FIRED 
Australia FIRED 
Middle East (Except Saudi Arabia) FIRED 
Nuclear Missiles FIRED 
 
Make America Great Again FIRED 



 
Headlines 2017 
 
February 20. 

“An Indian-Immigrant1 is murdered in Kansas.’ 
Adam Purrington 
is not a terrorist 
A Nationalist, apparently. 
 
March 2. 

“Store owner2 killed in Lancaster.” 
Found shot dead in front of his yard 
Shooter      White Man                 Masked 
 
March 3. 

“A Sikh man3 shot and injured in front of his house.” 
The gunman fled on foot. 
 
Verdict 
All Killers Are White Men 

“Get Out of My Country” 
A new anthem 
All dead are humble citizens of the United States 

Their Crimes? 
Cannot Make America White Again 
 
Everyday 
POTUS is a White Man 
Keeping the dangerous out 
“America First” 
 
“POTUS has no comment” 
His mouth piece says: 

                                                 
1 Srinivas Kuchibhotia 
2 Harnish Patel 
3 Deep Rai 



“But I am not going to get into, like, that kind of – to 

suggest that there’s any correlation (to the 

President’s rhetoric) I think is a bit absurd.” 



The Days After 

 
I want to pray for you 
because of the letter 
that was mailed to your mosque  
telling you that you  
need to pack your bag 
“Your time is up!” 
 
I want to pray for you 
because you stood there  
watching the two women 
chant his name  
your light brown face  
feeling their breath. 
 
I want to pray for you 
because your eight-year old friend 
told you – “you are a Jew” 
and his parents don’t like Jews 
and refugees carry bombs. 
 
I want to pray for you 
because that car didn’t slow down 
brushed against your hips 
and you hid your face under the scarf 

scared      scared      scared         scared    scared     scared 

 
I am now praying for them 
hiding under  
A Big Ugly Bannon 
so that they can see 
through their masks 
faces and bodies 
breathing  
breathing  
breathing 



To.    Really.    Make.    America.    Great.     Again. 

 
This is America 
We are here to stay 
And      You     Need       To      Exit.  



Extreme Vetting 

 
Your tweet,  
“Our country needs strong borders  

and extreme vetting, NOW.  

Look what is happening all over Europe and,  

indeed, the world — a horrible mess!” 
 
“A horrible mess” it is!  
from New York to Los Angeles 
from Syria to Somalia 
the tired, the poor, the injured, 
“Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free" 
 
“A horrible mess” 
is spiraling into lawlessness 
as the words of the Federal Judge 
is          ignored       disobeyed, 
all “due process” denied 
and what we have instead 
IS               IS                IS 
“A horrible mess!” indeed. 
Spreading of hate and lies 
in the name of “National Security” 
in the name of Christianity 
from a fascist regime 
your “alternative facts” 
racist ideologies  
 

White Supremacy 

here, here, here.  
To Make America Great Again.  

 

 



Curriculum Vitae of our POTUS 
A Cheat Sheet: Keywords 

Source: http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/01/donald-

trump-scandals/4747 

 

 

 

Sexual Assault             Beauty Pageant Scandals 
                     

Racial Housing Discrimination 

 
                                         Mafia Ties 

Trump University 

Tenant Intimidation 
    
The Four Bankruptcies 

                                       

 The Undocumented Polish Worker 

Alleged Marital 
Rape 

                       Breaking Casino Rules 
Antitrust Violations 

                Condo Hotel Shenanigans 

                                    Corey Lewandowski 

Trump Institute 
 Denial of Worker Compensation 

Undocumented Models 
             The Trump Foundation 
                                                       The Cuban Embargo 

 
Trump Campaign spent more than $55,000 buying his own book 

 Crippled America: How to Make America Great Again. 
 

Great Again: How to Fix Our Crippled 

America 

(Retitled book) 

http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/01/donald-trump-scandals/4747
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/01/donald-trump-scandals/4747


International Friendship Park 
March 11, 1:00 PM 

 

Thin barbed wire 
1971. 
 
18 feet high 
one complete  
one incomplete 
Executive Orders 
are here. 
 
10a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Fathers feel their sons 
Lovers feel their souls 
partial faces, last good byes  
tired knuckles press 
hard against.  
 
Meeting between deportees 
Eyes of the border guards 
“It is exactly 2!” 
A child says farewell.  
 
 “Their Eyes Are Watching God” 
 
 

 

 

 



  

A Roll Call 
“I will drain the swamp in Washington”4 

 

 

 
PaulRyanMikePenceBetsyDeVosJeffSessions 

BenCarsonRickPerryRexTillerson 
JohnKellyAlexanderAcostaSteveMnchinSteveBannon 

SeanSpicerJaredKushnerKellyanneConway 
DonaldJTrump5 

                                                 
4 Author: Donald J Trump 
5 “I have drained the swamp in Washington” 



Locofo Chaps  

 

2017 
Eileen Tabios – To Be An Empire Is To Burn  
Charles Perrone – A CAPacious Act  
Francesco Levato – A Continuum of Force  
Joel Chace – America’s Tin  
John Goodman – Twenty Moments that Changed the World  
Donna Kuhn – Don’t Say His Name 
Eileen Tabios (ed.) – Puñeta: Political Pilipinx Poetry 
Gabriel Gudding – Bed From Government 
mIEKAL aND – Manifesto of the Moment 
Garin Cycholl – Country Musics 20/20 
Mary Kasimor – The Prometheus Collage 
lars palm – case 
Reijo Valta – Truth and Truthmp 
Andrew Peterson – The Big Game is Every Night 
Romeo Alcala Cruz – Archaeoteryx 
John Lowther – 18 of 555 
Jorge Sánchez – Now Sing 
Alex Gildzen — Disco Naps & Odd Nods 
Barbara Janes Reyes – Puñeta: Political Pilipinx Poetry, vol. 2 
Luisa A. Igloria – Puñeta: Political Pilipinx Poetry, vol. 3 
Tom Bamford –  The Gag Reel 
Melinda Luisa de Jesús – Humpty Drumpfty and Other Poems 
Allen Bramhall – Bleak Like Me 
Kristian Carlsson – The United World of War 
Roy Bentley – Men, Death, Lies 
Travis Macdonald – How to Zing the Government 
Kristian Carlsson – Dhaka Poems 
Barbara Jane Reyes – Nevertheless, #She Persisted 
Martha Deed – We Should Have Seen This Coming 
Matt Hill – Yet Another Blunted Ascent 
Patricia Roth Schwartz – Know Better 
Melinda Luisa de Jesús – Petty Poetry for SCROTUS’ Girls, with 
poems for Elizabeth Warren and Michelle Obama 
Freke Räihä – Explanation model for 'Virus' 
Eileen R. Tabios – Immigrant 
Ronald Mars Lintz – Orange Crust & Light 



John Bloomberg-Rissman – In These Days of Rage 
Colin Dardis – Post-Truth Blues 
Leah Mueller – Political Apnea 
Naomi Buck Palagi – Imagine Renaissance  
John Bloomberg-Rissman and Eileen Tabios – Comprehending 
Mortality 
Dan Ryan – Swamp Tales 
Sheri Reda – Stubborn 
Christine Stoddard — Chica/Mujer 
Aileen Ibardaloza, Paul Cassinetto, and Wesley St. Jo – No Names 
Nicholas Michael Ravnikar – Liberal elite media rag. SAD! 
Mark Young – The Waitstaff of Mar-a-Largo 
Howard Yosha – Stop Armageddon 
Andrew and Donora Rihn – The Marriage of Heaven and Hell 
Reshmi Dutt-Ballerstadt – Extreme Vetting 
 
 

 

More information on Locofo Chaps can be found at  

www.moriapoetry.com. 

 

 
 

 



 


